NMPRSA Newsletter
January 2011

A note from President Joanie Griffin
Happy New Year everyone.  The economy is picking up, so hopefully, everyone is busily at it.  

Please be aware that the Cumbres deadline is on Friday, February 11th, and start putting together your entries now.  To download a pdf of the entry, go to http://nmprsa.com/events/cumbres_awards.  This year, instead of shipping our entries off to another chapter, the Denver chapter is sending judges to us the weekend of February 24 - 26th. We will need help with judging from people who will not be entering the competition. If you'd be interested in volunteering for a shift or two, please contact Jina Michael at jmichael@dwturner.com.  We've also got sponsorship opportunities for companies and individuals that would like to get recognition during the event. That information also lives on the website.
The Cumbre Awards are our gala event - a great opportunity to showcase all the great work being done in New Mexico. If you know people and organizations who should enter, please forward the information to them. You don't have to be a member to enter. And save the date for the event - Tuesday, May 3rd at the Hotel Andaluz.
Lastly, we're going to offer an APR certification class this spring.  Chad Perry, our training guru, will lead it. If you're interested in finding out more, please send me an email at jgriffin@griffinassoc.com
And as always, I'd love to get feedback from the membership. If there is anything we can do to make your membership better, please be in touch.  Thank you for your participation and I look forward to seeing everyone soon.
Joanie Griffin

APR Value
What is the value of the APR?  It is a question that consistently begs an answer and one that many ponder on their way to accreditation.
Attaining PRSA accreditation may help individual practioners explain the concept of credentials, and show the importance of demonstrated competency in the knowledge, skills and abilities required to practice public relations effectively.  It may also send a message to those outside of the PR profession, that yes, we have standards of excellence that we strive to follow and maintain.
Karin Stangl, APR, Planning and Communication Director Office of the State Engineer/Interstate Stream Commission said, “The greatest values of having an APR are:
· Having an APR lends credibility to your work.
· It gives you the necessary tools to design and implement an effective communication plan.
· In some instances, it allows you to command a higher salary in the public relations field…because it is a sign that you are a trained, seasoned PR professional.
· It makes you a better mentor for young, up-and-coming PR professionals because you have gone through that training to have an APR…and you have demonstrated that your work holds up to the scrutiny of your peers.

Anne Monson, APR, of Anne Monson Communications, LLC, said the value of APR to her is:
· a national, professional acknowledgement of experience in the field of PR;
· offers a professional edge when differentiating myself with clients;
· provides a clear understanding of PR theory vs reality and how to blend the two for the best outcomes for your client/organization. 

Does Accreditation prove that APRs are the best practioners around? No, but for many, the letters APR are a mark of distinction for the professional who demonstrates their commitment to the profession, its ethical practice and who are recognized for broad knowledge, strategic and sound professional judgment.
Achieving Accreditation has helped many of NMPRSA’s members to grow professionally, personally and financially.  What is even more noteworthy is that the journey of earning accreditation has created opportunities and experiences that members might not have otherwise ever had.
Another benefit?  The classmates in an APR program became a permanent part of an individual’s “kitchen cabinet” that circle of professionals who are confortable bouncing ideas off of and who are available for a quick “temperature check.”
Keep watching the website for information on the next APR preparation class and then sign up, it’s an investment in your future.

APR Class
Chad Perrry, APR is looking over his calendar and said he will be planning an APR orientation class this spring.  Individuals who have worked in public relations for five years are eligible to sit for the exam which includes an oral and written portion.
Anyone who would like to take the exam, contact Chad at cperry@unm.edu.

Jobs
It’s a tough time to be job hunting in Albuquerque and for those looking for PR jobs, always difficult in our branch office community, are finding it even harder.
While job hunting and interviewing it is never easy, it is a good thing to remember the basics:  Dress for that initial interview.  A business suit is always appropriate.  
“Perfect grooming says a great deal about you and should be the goal prior to any interview,” said one former former NMPRSA president.  “I once told someone who arrived for an interview to go home.  Their lack of appropriate dress showed a serious lack of judgment.”
She recommends that candidates leave the animal prints at home and forget the Tabasco tie.
Watch the website for jobs and attend the NMPRSA luncheons, always a good place to network.

People news
Karin Stangl, APR, has been retained in her position at the Office of the New Mexico Engineer/ Interstate Stream Commission.  Stangl’s position was restored following the inauguration of Gov. Susana Martinez. 
Pahl Shipley, once the PIO with Gov. Bill Richardson’s office, has returned to television at KOAT TV 7 as executive producer.
Jessica Tremble is now with the Reelz Channel and her contact info is:jessica.infantino@gmail.com and (505) 259-3441.
Melanie Majors, APR, is assisting the NMBA with its Talk Radio News Student Intern Program in Washington DC and with the student intern program in Santa Fe.  Both programs allow young people an opportunity to cover current events and their stories are aired on many of the NMBA’s 55 member stations.
Cumbres
Start compiling clips and dust off the research results as the call to enter the 2011 Cumbres Awards has been announced with the deadline for the submission of entries set for Feb. 11, 2011. 

NMPRSA members and non-members are urged to submit their work in this competition,” said Joan Griffin, chapter president.  “It’s an opportunity to receive the highest recognition possible – recognition from one’s peers.”

The Cumbre Awards are held in two categories: Public Relations Campaigns and Public Relations Tactics. Entrants need not be PRSA members, but a higher entry fee is assessed for non-members.  Winners will be announced at the annual dinner of the NMPRSA this year set for May 3, 2011 at the Hotel Andaluz in Albuquerque.

As in the past, the categories and criteria align with the PRSA Silver Anvil and Bronze Anvil Awards. The majority of the campaign must have been sufficiently completed between calendar year 2010. The rules specify that entries can only be submitted in one category.

Several PRSA members have shared their tips for a successful entry, including Tom Carroll
President, Carroll Strategies who says, --“Tell the story of what you've done.  Try not to let your campaign or tactic be just a series of bullet points.  Tell the story about what you have done, why you did it, and how it worked.  Remember the judges are seeing hundreds of entries and yours will be refreshing if it has a narrative.  We try to entertain the judges, and we hope that they laugh with us and not at us when all is said and done.”

All entries are to be delivered or mailed to:
NMPRSA Cumbre Entries
c/o The Garrity Group LLC
4110 Wolcott Avenue  NE Suite B
Albuquerque, NM 87109

For a complete list of the rules, visit the NMPRSA website at NMPRSA.com.   

Gina Michael is the chair of this year’s Cumbres Award. 

Luncheons
PRSA is inviting members to hone their skills and non-members to learn how to make pitches relevant and newsworthy, and gain valuable insight for developing new media relations techniques at the group’s regular meeting Thursday Jan. 27, at Yanni’s Mediterranean Grill.
The January luncheon will feature a trio of newshounds including Dennis Domrzalski, New Mexico Business Weekly; Charlie Moore, Albuquerque Journal; and  Peter St. Cyr, Public Relations Practitioner, formerly KOAT Assignment Editor and Pablo Gutierrez, local Univision.

Cost is $30 for members, $35 for non-members and the rate for students is $15.
Cumbres Sponsorships
Sponsorship opportunities for the 2011 PRSA New Mexico Chapter Cumbre Awards
program have been announced by committee member Tom Garrity. This year’s event is scheduled to occur on May 3, 2011 at the Hotel Andaluz in Albuquerque.

Sponsorships range from $1,000 to $100.  Depending on the level of sponsorships, program sponsors can receive program advertisement and advanced recognition, tickets to the event and recognition at the event.
 
If you have any questions about sponsorship opportunities please contact Tom at
The Garrity Group Public Relations (505) 898-8689 or tom@garritypr.com.

“Sponsorship is one way we keep ticket prices affordable so that everyone can enjoy the dinner, the awards and the entire evening,” said Garrity. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Informational Interview Network
NMPRSA’s Amanda Foor continues to implement a program linking experienced public relations practioneres and students in the local PRSSA chapter as part of her work as the NMPRSA News Pros Chair.  
Foor said in reviewing some of the best practices from other PRSA chapters, she found tools to implement locally in Albuquerque.
“I am always looking for companies or individuals who would be interested in participating in informational interviews with new pro member of PRSSA members,” said Foor.  “These interviews should not be for positions, but rather an opportunity for younger members to get to know more about the day to day work of practioneres as well as learn more about local firms or companies that use PR.”  
Foor said she updates her list of contacts and anyone who might be interested in participating may contact her at amandafoor@gmail.com.

Do you have news you want to share with other NMPRSA members?  Send it to Melanie Majors at majorworks@comcast.net.
